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POST SPECIFICATION 
 

Post Title Researcher in Medical Education  

Post Status 
12 Months contract, with the view to extending 
the post to 36 months  
Full-time 

Department/Function Research 

Reference RCPI-05-18 

 
Post Summary  

RCPI is seeking to develop a programme of medical education research to provide an evidence base 
to inform the improvement of RCPI postgraduate medical training. To this end, RCPI is seeking a 
researcher to lead on a body of research focussed on medical education and training.  

The researcher will work on a number of ongoing projects related to RCPI medical training provided 
by the RCPI, including the Training Post Evaluation and the Doctors Training Outcomes Study. The 
position is a full time position for 12 month contract, with a view to extend to 3 years, subject to 
availability of funding.  

The successful candidate will be an experienced researcher, ideally with prior experience in medical 
training research. They will be involved programmes of research which explore various aspects of 
medical training, such as evaluation of training conditions, mapping of training paths or modelling of 
predictors of completion of training.  

The ideal candidate will have previous experience of research project management, literature 
review, data collection, dataset management and research analysis and write up. It is envisaged that 
the research projects will use both quantitative and qualitative data, so experience in both would be 
an advantage. 

The Researcher will join the RCPI Research Department at an exciting time. There are currently six 
active researchers within the Department and funding has been secured to increase staffing to nine 
during 2018.  

 

Standard Duties of the Post  

The key components of this post/role include: 

 Establish project governance and liaise with project steering committee throughout the 
project.  

 Conduct a literature review of content and methodology literature to support the design and 
implementation of the project. 

 Conduct review of relevant existing internal data sources and processes.  

 Prepare and submit ethics approval application.  
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 Develop and coordinate data collection and data management process ensuring the 
integrity, security, documentation and replicability of collection procedures. 

 Carry out qualitative and quantitative analysis of longitudinal data.  

 Prepare internal research reports and presentations, particularly to the project team and 
Steering Group. 

 Prepare publications for peer reviewed international journals and conference papers. 

 Engage in the wider research and scholarly activities of RCPI. 

 Carry out administrative work to support the programme of research. 

 Carry out additional duties as may reasonably be required within the general scope and level 
of the post. 

Reporting Relationship  

The Researcher will be supported in their role by the Reader in Health Systems Research and the 
RCPI Research Manager. The Researcher will report to the RCPI Research Manager. 

Person Specification 

 Masters/ PhD in psychology, social science, medical education or related discipline.  

 2-3 years relevant research experience.  

 Experience in both quantitative and qualitative research methods.  

 Good statistical analysis and data management skills. 

 Experience as lead author in writing and submitting research publications. 

 Good understanding of research funding processes.  

 Good communication skills and experience of conference presentation.  

 Well organised with good attention to detail. 

 Good interpersonal skills.  

 High personal motivation and self-management. 
 

Application Requirement  

You should submit a cover letter and CV and specifically address the following points in their 
application. Candidates who do not specifically respond to these screening questions will not be 
included in the short listing process.  
 
Can you also please answer the following two questions? 
 
What are your current salary expectations?  
What is your current notice period?  
 
You should submit your application, taking notice of the application requirements set out above 
to:  
 
Email:  jobs@rcpi.ie   
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