
 
 

 

Maximum of six attempts for MRCPI 

examinations from January 2019 

 

 

From January 2019, the maximum number of times a candidate can sit any Part of an MRCPI 

examination will be limited to six attempts. 

 

This new rule applies to MRCPI examinations in General Medicine, Paediatrics, and Obstetrics and 

Gynaecology taking place from January 2019 onwards. It applies to all Parts of an MRCPI exam, both 

written and clinical/OSCE. 

 

This means that a candidate has six attempts at each component of the MRCPI exams (i.e. 18 attempts 

in total across the three Parts).  

 

The limited number of attempts will apply to all exam candidates, whether they are based in Ireland or 

overseas. 

 

The number of attempts is counted from the moment a doctor is accepted as an exam candidate for an 

MRCPI exam, not from when the policy starts in January 2019. 

 

Following a sixth unsuccessful attempt, a candidate will only be allowed a further attempt if their 

trainer/educational supervisor confirms that the candidate has demonstrated an improvement in 

knowledge and skill, so that a pass result is highly likely at the next attempt. 

 

Restricting attempts at professional examinations is in the best 

interest of candidates 
 

We want to ensure that candidates give themselves the best chance of successfully completing their 

MRCPI examinations. 



 
 

 

 

International evidence suggests that restricting attempts at professional examinations is the most 

ethical approach, and in the best interest of candidates. 

 

Candidates who attempt examinations in rapid succession without gaining at least three months 

additional experience following a fail result are unlikely to be successful on subsequent attempts. 

 

In addition, candidates are significantly less likely to pass the examination following three unsuccessful 

attempts without remediation of their clinical skills. 

 

This is reflected in the data on pass rates that RCPI has gathered since the Foundation for Advancement 

of International Medical Education and Research (FAIMER) review of the MRCPI in General Medicine in 

2011. 

 

If you are absent from an exam it will be recorded as an attempt 
 

From January 2019, if a candidate does not attend an MRCPI examination and is recorded as absent, this 

will be recorded as one attempt. 

 

If a candidate has experienced extenuating circumstances and cannot attend the examination, they will 

need to write to the Director of Examinations with supporting documentation at examinations@rcpi.ie. 

 

Before January 2019, absence from an exam will not count as an attempt. 

 

A withdrawal (as determined by the regulations) will not be deemed an attempt. 

 

What happens to candidates who have already had more than six 

attempts? 
 

The following policy will apply to candidates from January 2019: 

 If you have attempted the exam five or six times, you will be allowed two further attempts 
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 If you have attempted the exam seven or more times, you will be allowed one more attempt 

What happens if you reach six or more attempts from January 2019? 
 

From January 2019, candidates applying for further attempts beyond their sixth will be required to 

submit a form signed by their trainer/educational supervisor and training programme director (or 

equivalent) confirming that sufficient educational progress has been made to merit a subsequent 

attempt. 

 

You will need to discuss your previous examination attempts with your trainer to identify areas of 

weakness. Your trainer should provide guidance and work with you to develop an educational plan 

designed to target weak areas with a view to helping you pass the exam. 

 

The nature of the educational activities will depend whether the exam is written or clinical and on your 

educational needs. These would likely contain a mix of private study, in-service training, clinical skills 

assessment and more formal teaching. 

 

Once the form has been received it will be verified and restrictions will be removed from your record on 

the MRCPI database; this will take no longer than 10 working days from receipt of the form. 

 

You will then be able to apply for one final attempt at the examination. 

 

Definition of Trainer/Educational Supervisor 
 

An RCPI Trainer oversees RCPI trainees’ development and education at all training levels, through their 

involvement in teaching, training, evaluation and supervision 

 

If you are not attached to a trainer, your application for an additional attempt can supported by a 

consultant (or equivalent)/Educational Supervisor as long as the consultant is part of the process of 

review and agreement for additional learning. 

 

  




