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Friday 11th October 2019 

Time Title Speaker Chair 

12.00 – 13:30 Faculty AGM 

Session 1: 

13:30 - 13:55 Innovations in 
Healthcare Technology 

Frank O’Donnell  Dr Ray Barry 
Dr Ethel Ryan 

 
Discussion 

13.55 - 14:05 A Virtual Clinic for Rural 
Families with Type 1 
Diabetes - Virtually 
Possible... 

Dr Orla Neylon  

Discussion 

14:05 – 14.15 IN4Kids Research 
Network  

Prof Eleanor Molloy, 
 

Discussion 

14:15 - 14:45 Changing the cancer 

paradigm in Africa - the 

power of an Irish 

Education. 

Dr Patricia Scanlan 

Discussion 

14.45– 15.00 Coffee Break 

Session 2 

15:00-15:25 Acquired Brain Injury 

& Rehabilitation 

Dr Irwin Gill  
 
 
 Discussion 



Time Title Speaker Chair 

15:25 – 15:30 SAFE- Situation 

Awareness for 

Everyone 

Rachel McDonnell Dr Louise Kyne  
Dr Norma Goggin 

 
 
 
 
 

15.30 – 15.55 An update on 

Munchausen 

Syndrome by Proxy 

Dr Una Murtagh  

Discussion 

Session 3: 23rd Annual Ralph Counahan Memorial Lecture 

15.55 – 16.40 Paediatrics, Adolescent 
Medicine and Traffic 
Medicine 

Prof Flaura Winston  Prof Ellen Crushell  
Dr Judith Meehan 
 

Discussion 

16.40 Presentation of the Kathleen Lynn Medal 2018 for 
Outstanding Contribution – Dr Patricia Scanlan 

End of Meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guest speaker biographies 

 

Dr Frank O’Donnell 

Dr Frank O’Donnell is the Public Sector Lead for Microsoft 

Ireland where he is responsible for the business across the 

island covering Government, Health and Education. He has 

over 20 years’ experience working within the area of 

technology and business transformation. He was responsible 

for eBusiness and the Software industry as a Senior Director at 

Scottish Enterprise and advised clients across Ireland, UK and 

Middle East as a Partner at PA Consulting and Head of Health 

and Public Sector at KPMG. He has worked extensively with 

the Health Service Executive in Ireland to advise and deliver on 

health reforms including the strategy for Electronic Health 

Records, more effective use of data across the health system, 

and performance improvements across acute care settings. 

Frank was recently appointed to the Strategic Advisory Board 

of Genomics Medicine Ireland, a company leading large-scale, 

population-based medical studies in Ireland, analysing the 

relationship between genomics, health and disease. 

 



 

Dr Orla Neylon 

MB BCh BAO (Hons), FFPAED, MD 

Dr Neylon graduated from NUI Galway in 2002, entering 

general paediatric specialist training in 2004. After 5 years 

training in Ireland she completed a clinical & research 

fellowship in paediatric endocrinology at The Royal Children’s 

Hospital and Murdoch Children’s Research Institute in 

Melbourne. She concurrently completed a thesis entitled “The 

Interface between Human Behaviour and Diabetes 

Technologies in Youth with Type 1 Diabetes Mellitus” for which 

a Doctorate of Medicine was awarded by NUIG. She has a 

keen interest in APLS teaching and research interests include 

neonatal endocrinology, patient interaction with diabetes 

technologies and puberty/menstrual management and bone 

health in individuals with chronic disability. She worked as a 

Consultant General Paediatrician and Endocrinologist in Sligo 

University Hospital from 2013 to 2017, then moving to a post 

as Consultant Paediatric Endocrinologist at University Hospital 

Limerick. She is the chair of the UHL Point-of-care committee 

and a member of several national committees including the 

RCPI Board of the Faculty of Paediatrics. 

 

 

Prof Eleanor Molloy 

Professor of Paediatrics and Child Health, Trinity College, the 

University of Dublin, Trinity Translational Medicine Institute. 

Consultant Neonatologist and Paediatrician, Tallaght Hospital, 

Our Lady's Children's Hospital and Coombe women's and 

Infants University Hospital, Dublin, Ireland. Associate Editor-

in-Chief, Paediatric Research journal, International Paediatric 

Research Foundation. 



 

Dr Patricia Scanlan 
 
Dr Trish Scanlan, from Bray in Co Wicklow, Qualified from UCD 
medical school in 1997. In 2007 she completed her Higher 
specialist training in Paediatrics at the RCPI and a masters in 
International Health at Humbolt Univeristy, Berlin and UCT 
Capetown.  
Since 2007 she has been living in Tanzania. Over the 
subsequent 12 years she has worked with a large local and 
international team of experts to build Tanzania's national 
children's cancer service and has set up a charity structure to 
support this work called 'Their Lives Matter' and a national 
network for standardised care across Tanzania. Survival rates 
and access to care (including a newly built PICU) has increased 
5-7 fold in this time and all services are provided to the 
children entirely free of charge. She has also survived relapsed 
breast cancer so has looked at life from both sides! 

 

Dr Irwin Gill  
 
Dr Gill works in CHI at Temple Street as a consultant 
paediatrician with special interest in neurodisability and 
rehabilitation. He returned to Ireland this year having 
completed fellowships in rehabilitation in Westmead 
Children's Hospital in Sydney and in Perth Children's Hospital, 
and a Masters in Paediatric Neurodisability. 



 

Rachel McDonnell 

 

Rachel MacDonell is a nurse and Programme Manager for 

Quality Improvement with Royal College of Physicians of 

Ireland.  She was paediatric resuscitation specialist in an Irish 

tertiary centre before working with the Health Service 

Executive as Coordinator for the Irish Paediatric Early Warning 

System development and implementation.  She graduated 

from the RCPI Diploma in Leadership and Quality in Healthcare 

in 2015, is a Paediatric Advanced Life Support Instructor with 

AHA and ALSG and coordinates the PAIRS Group volunteer 

patient safety and resuscitation training programme in several 

African countries.  Rachel manages the national COPD 

Improvement Collaborative and the Situation Awareness for 

Everyone (SAFE) Collaborative in Ireland.   

 

 

Dr Una Murtagh 

 

Dr Una Murtagh graduated from NUIG in 2006. She is 

currently working as a general paediatrician with an interest in 

child protection at CHI at Crumlin. She obtained her CSCST in 

2018. Una did a fellowship in Cardiff in Community Paediatrics 

and child protection, where she worked with leading expert in 

Factitious or Induced Illness (FII), Dr Paul Davis. She also did 

the certificate course in Sexual Assault and Forensic 

Examination through UCD and obtained additional training in 

this area in Cardiff and is now one of the forensic examiners 

for children who have been sexually abused.  

 



 

Prof Flaura Winston 
 
Flaura Koplin Winston, MD, PhD, Distinguished Chair in the 

Department of Paediatrics and Scientific Director of the Centre 

for Injury Research and Prevention at the Children's Hospital 

of Philadelphia (CHOP) is a tenured professor of paediatrics at 

the University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine. 

At CHOP she also leads the CHOP Innovation Ecosystem 

Initiative. Her work leading the Innovation Ecosystem involves 

connecting expertise, building capacity, changing culture and 

revealing best practices and pathways. A signature product of 

this work is the newly release book, Academy 

Entrepreneurship for the Health and Life Scientist. Her 

interdisciplinary background in medicine, engineering and 

public health has allowed her to conduct research at the 

interface of child and adolescent health, injury, technology 

and behaviour, thereby building the scientific foundation for 

the leading cause of child death - injury - while also building 

and leading effective multi-stakeholder healthcare and 

prevention teams. Her "research-to-action-to- impact 

approach" to academic entrepreneurship has led to new 

patents, products, programs, policies and laws as well as a 

CHOP spin-out technology company called Diagnostic Driving, 

Inc.  For her scientifically rigorous and impactful work, in 2017, 

she was elected to the National Academy of Medicine. 

 

 

 

 

 



Kathleen Lynn Medal 

Background

 
Portrait of Dr Kathleen Lynn, hanging in Stokes Room, RCPI 

 
Dr Kathleen Lynn (1874-1955) was the daughter of a Church of Ireland rector in Co.  
Mayo and her upbringing and education were that of a staunchly Protestant and 
Unionist family. 
She was deeply affected by the post-famine destitution that she witnessed as a child   
among the local population and as a result decided to become a doctor.  She 
graduated from the Royal University of Ireland (now UCD) in1899.  
She devoted most of her professional life in Dublin to caring for sick and malnourished 
children and with other colleagues established St.  Ultan’s hospital for infants in 1919.  
The hospital was entirely managed by women and initially staffed by female 
paediatricians.  As well as treating sick and malnourished children, the hospital 
addressed the wider role of educating young mothers about breastfeeding and basic 
principles of hygiene and nutrition.   
Dr.  Lynn was an ardent Feminist and a Patriot who supported the workers during the 
1913 lockout and was Chief Medical Officer during the 1916 Easter Rising.  She was 
buried with full military honours in 1955 in recognition of her role in the Rising and 
the War of Independence.  She was very well known in Dublin and crowds lined the 
streets for her funeral. 
Kathleen Lynn’s diaries chronicling her medical, political and social life are held in the 
archive at RCPI. 
The Kathleen Lynn Medal was established in 2018 by the RCPI and Faculty of 

Paediatrics in recognition of exceptional service to paediatrics. 
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