
 

  

This newsletter provides an update on the activities being undertaken by the 

National Office for Traffic Medicine (RCPI/RSA) in relation to on-road driving 

assessment in the Republic of Ireland.   

We begin by providing a summary of the work that was conducted by the 

CIECA Fit to Drive Topical Group addressing standards for driver assessment 

and standards for the evaluation of medical fitness to drive.  You will find links 

to download both of these reports and related resources on page 2. 

Towards the end of 2020 and with your help, we updated the ORDA 

Information Booklet.  This provides a summary of ORDA services available 

currently in Ireland and is available on our website.  This is an important 

resource because it is used extensively by medical practitioners who need to 

refer patients for an on-road driving assessment. 

A high-level overview of the ORDA survey that we conducted last year is 

presented on page 3.  The findings from this study helped us to get a better 

understanding of ORDA services, the type of clients who use the services and 

the education and training needs of ORDA service providers.  

An overview of the online meeting with Dr Anuraj Varshney and Gary Jones 

from Driving Mobility UK is provided on page 4. They provided details of the 

new education and training course which will be delivered through Oxford 

Brookes University from June 2021. 

The NOTM runs a wide range of events and produces a variety of resources 

that aim to support safe mobility. A list of upcoming events is provided on 

page 4 along with access links.  We are also on Social Media where we post 

regular updates and we make a wide range of resources available on our 

website. 
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Subgroup 1: Setting Standards for Disabled Driver Assessment 

The goals for this group were; 

• The development of best practice guidelines for the process of 

disabled driver assessment including defining the qualifications and 

skill sets necessary for assessment staff and identifying training models 

for those staff. 

• The creation of a structure to share information and best practice 

developments, to ensure that this is available for experts in the field 

and that their questions are addressed. 

The purpose of this work was to improve consistency of driver assessment 

practice throughout Europe and beyond and share expertise. The intention 

was to make the outcomes accessible and freely available to all practitioners 

in the field.  

The final report of this subgroup is available here. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CIECA Fit to Drive Topical Group 

Access the presentation here.  

Elements of an ‘ideal’ 

assessment 

 Knowledge and skills of 

professionals undertaking driver 

assessment 

 Competencies of assessors 

undertaking driver assessment 

 The physical and cognitive 

assessment (prior to in car, on-road 

assessment) 

 Elements to include within the in 

car, on-road diver assessment 

 How to reach a recommendation 

  Legal aspects following driver 

assessment outcome. 

Subgroup 2: Setting Standards for the Evaluation of Medical Fitness to Drive 

  

The objectives of the subgroup were to discuss the differences and similarities 

between the fitness to drive evaluation systems in different EU and European 

Economic Area (EEA) countries, describe the procedures used, assess 

medical fitness to drive in each country, learn from each other’s procedures 

and legal requirements, find best practices and suggestions for changes in 

Annex III of the EU Directive on driving licences. 

A recording of an online presentation of this report and links to the report and 

other supporting documents can be found here.    

 

 

The CIECA Fit to Drive Topical Group (2017 - 2020) consisted of 2 subgroups:  

• Subgroup 1: Setting Standards for Disabled Driver Assessment, and  

• Subgroup 2: Setting Standards for the Evaluation of Medical Fitness to 

Drive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cieca.eu/sites/default/files/members-area/TopicalGroups/Fit-to-Drive/2021-03-03/CIECA%20FTD%20SG1%20DM%20Disabled%20Driver%20Assessment%20Final%20Report%202021%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_38bBT_0PR4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.cieca.eu/news/1017


 

 

PAGE 3 ORDA NEWSLETTER 

On-road Driving Assessment Information Booklet 2020 

This booklet, which was first published in 2015 provides an overview of ORDA 

information and service providers. Last autumn, we asked all known service 

providers to review their current listing and to notify us of any changes or to 

provide us with a new listing.  A new edition was published in December 

2020 detailing the services offered by 23 service providers. Including; 

9 services operating nationwide or across multiple regions 

8 services in Leinster 

4 services in Munster 

2 services in the North-West region. 

If you require further changes to your listing or if you require a new listing 

contact us by email notm@rcpi.ie. 

On-road Driving Assessment Survey Report 

 

Document available for download 

from our website using this link. 

As you know although ORDA services are available throughout the 26 counties in Ireland 

assessment details are not collected centrally, so relatively little is known about the 

delivery of these services at a national level.  This is mainly because the outcome of an on-

road driving assessment is reported to the referring clinician, and there is no mechanism 

for collecting important data on the number of assessments conducted, the people who 

take the assessments, the immediate outcome of the assessments and any supports 

provided to those who were not passed as fit to drive.  In 2020 the NOTM conducted a 

survey that aimed to collect descriptive data about the processes and practices 

employed by on-road driving assessors in the Republic of Ireland  in order to bridge these 

gaps in current knowledge and understanding about on-road driving assessment.   

 

Fourteen service providers completed the survey, providing details about their assessors’ 

qualifications and sources of client referrals.  They also provided information about their 

activities in 2019 including the number and location of the tests conducted, the age 

groups and gender of the drivers and any pre-existing licence restrictions.  They also 

indicated the medical conditions that prompted the on-road assessment and the 

assessment outcomes.  Details about assessment procedures including vehicles and 

routes, assessment duration and scoring methods were also provided.  Although some 

ORDA services did not provide any data for this report, by comparing the number of tests 

reported by county with CSO census data, we are confident that the data that was 

provided captures a high proportion of the tests that were conducted in 2019.   

Key recommendations for improving processes related on on-road driving assessment 

included the development or adoption of standard operating assessment procedures, the 

development of an ORDA register and a requirement for specialist education and training 

for ORDAs.    

A copy of the final report is available on request from notm@rcpi.ie.  

 

 

file:///C:/Users/MargaretRyan/Desktop/notm@rcpi.ie
https://rcpi-live-cdn.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Onroad-Driving-Assessment-Information-2020_December_2020.pdf
file:///C:/Users/MargaretRyan/Desktop/notm@rcpi.ie
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An online meeting was held on 16 March with Dr Anuraj Varshney and Mr. Gary Jones from Driving Mobility UK 

who play a central role in developing and delivering Driving Mobility specialist education and training in on-

road driving assessment with Oxford Brookes University.  Nineteen ORDAs attended the meeting along with 

representatives from the NOTM and RSA.  

Courses in Driving Assessment and Outdoor Mobility are delivered at different levels, depending on students’ 

existing qualifications; 

• Undergraduate Certificate in Higher Education  

• Postgraduate Certificate 

• Postgraduate Diploma 

Options for MSc/MA and Professional Doctorates are also provided. 

Further details are contained in the PDF that accompanies this newsletter. We will be delighted to hear any 

feedback that you might have including suggestions for how to move forward on the issue of education and 

training. 

 

Introduction Meeting 

The NOTM are running a number of events in March, April and May and we 

cordially invite you to register for and attend these. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Driving Assessment and Outdoor Mobility Course 

Date 2021 Event 

Wednesday 24 

March  

Clinical Update in Traffic Medicine Webinar (International Perspective on 

Traffic Medicine)* More information here. 

Tuesday 20 April  Mary Ward Essay Competition Symposium 1* 

To join the event click here.  

Thursday 22 April  Mary Ward Essay Competition Symposium 2* 

To join the event click here  

Thursday 29 April  Webinar Update of the 2021 Sláinte agus Tiomáint Medical Fitness to Drive 

Guidelines. Further details to follow. Please refer to our website.  

Thursday 6 May  NOTM Research Webinar. More information here.    

Monday 23 August  Registration opens for: 

1. Certificate in Traffic Medicine. More information here. 

2. Certificate in Road Safety, Mobility & Health More information here. 

*Agenda included in email 

 
Follow us on Social Media 

RCPI_TrafficMed                                            RCPI National Office for Traffic Medicine 

 
 

Website: https://www.rcpi.ie/traffic-medicine/ 

https://courses.rcpi.ie/product?catalog=Clinical-Update-Traffic-Medicine-2021
https://rcpi-ie.zoom.us/j/92974763369
https://rcpi-ie.zoom.us/j/97767147871
https://www.rcpi.ie/traffic-medicine/
https://courses.rcpi.ie/product?catalog=Traffic-Medicine-Research-Webinar-2021&_ga=2.144256949.1445340357.1605528325-1383385137.1582732033
https://courses.rcpi.ie/product?catalog=Certificate-in-Traffic-Medicine
https://courses.rcpi.ie/product?catalog=Certificate-in-Road-Safety-Mobility-and-Health
https://www.rcpi.ie/traffic-medicine/

